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Background

• In 2013, the Georgia General Assembly created the Georgia Alzheimer’s and 
Related Dementias State Plan Task Force (GARD)

• Recommended the establishment of ADRD central registry  

• Based on the GARD recommendation and during the 2014 Georgia Legislative 
Session, legislator approved the establishment of the Georgia ADRD Registry and 
placed in within the Georgia Department of Public Health.                                               
law (O.C.G.A 31-2a-17) 

• Legislatures allocated $110,000 for establishing ADRD Registry
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Goals for the ADRD Registry in Georgia

• Collect and disseminate usable data to inform programs and services for the 
aging population.

• Determine the burden of ADRD among Georgians.

• Identify epidemiologic trends.

• Bring awareness at the state level to issues of ADRD and increase the potential 
for positive statewide health outcomes and influence the management of 
associated healthcare costs.

• Inform stakeholders for planning and for future registry needs.
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Georgia Approach/Data Sources & Linkages

Physician Reporting—Required by Law

• ADRD Reporting Portal –Very few physician report

• Data Year 2013 to current

• Created HL7 msg and currently testing with 5 
Memory Assessment Clinics 

• Emory Hospital & Grady Memorial, Atlanta 

• University Hospital, Augusta 

• Phoebe Putney, Albany SW GA

• Piedmont, Columbus GA

Data January 1, 2020 forward

Data Items Collected

Diagnosing/Treating Physician     Patient Information

ADRD Information                          Chronic Health Conditions

Risk Factors/Exposures Caregiver Information

Medicare Data Requested from CMS Yearly

Data Years: 2013-2017

Hospital Discharge 2000 to current year

Death Data 2000 to current year

Georgia Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System           
(GA-BRFSS)    

Cognitive Decline: 2012, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019

Caregiver:               2012, 2014, 2016, 2018 
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Current Data Review
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Georgia Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

Respondent 45 years of age or older--Only

The next few questions ask about difficulties in 
thinking or remembering that can make a big 
difference in everyday activities. This does not refer 
to occasionally forgetting your keys or the name of 
someone you recently met, which is normal. This 
refers to confusion or memory loss that is 
happening more often or getting worse, such as 
forgetting how to do things you’ve always done or 
forgetting things that you would normally know. 
We want to know how these difficulties impact you. 

Prevalence of Perceived Cognitive Impairment (PCI) among Adults 
45 Years or Older, Georgia, BRFSS, 2015, 2017, & 2019
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Current Data Review

Georgia Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

Persons with Perceived Cognitive Impairment, Georgia 2015, 2017, 2019  
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Georgia Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (GA-BRFSS)



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Medicare Data -2017
• 118,878 Georgians had ADRD related Medicare claims in 2017.

• 93.4% (111,033/118,878) were to beneficiaries that are 65 Years and older

• 6.6%  (7,845/118,878) were beneficiaries that a are less than 65 years of age.
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ADRD Medicare Beneficiaries-Survival
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80% (89,288/111,033) of Georgians with ADRD claims in 2017 were alive by December 31, 2017. 
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Alzheimer Patients Caregiver Description
• One out 5 caregiver (21.7%) in Georgia cares for 

an Alzheimer patient.

• Two out of 3 (2/3) Alzh caregivers are females

• Median age of Alzh caregiver is 56 years of age

• 48.8% of the Alzh Caregivers are family 
members (parent)

• 43% of the Alzh patients’ caregivers needed 
services of these 22% stated needed home 
and community-based services
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Health Conditions of Alzheimer Caregivers, Georgians 
45+ and Persons with PCI, Georgia BRFSS
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Data Access--https://dph.georgia.gov/institutional-review-board

https://dph.georgia.gov/institutional-review-board


GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

https://dph.georgia.gov/phip-data-request

Public Health Information Portal 
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Contact

Rana Bayakly, MPH
Chief Epidemiologist
Chronic Disease, Health Behaviors 
& Injury Epidemiology Section
Rana.Bayakly@dph.ga.gov
Phone: 404-657-2617

Irene Walker, MPH
Epidemiologist
Irene.walker@dph.ga.gov

mailto:Rana.Bayakly@dph.ga.gov

